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Piyyut Parasha: Shemot

Our redeemer, Israel’s redeemer, who is faithful in His words,
Remembered the covenant that He had made with His chosen ones,
To produce for His people the power to stand up, out of the hand of their

Oppressors,
Cong. He made His people multiply greatly, and He made it more formidable
than its enemies. (Psalms 105:24)

Then, when a new king arose, ragefully,

He said to his people: “Come on, let us act craftily towards Israel, and destroy its

name;

Let us enslave them with crushing [labor], so that they will lose their taste.”
Cong. [God] turned their heart to hate His people.  (Psalms 105:25)

Lo, Amram’s children, the mine of gold,
Were anointed to give tidings to the meek, and to bring life to the heart of the
forlorn,
To turn backwards the right hand of sorcerers,
Cong. To perform vengeance against the nations, acts of rebuke against the
peoples. (Psalms 149:7)

When the shepherd raised his eyes, he saw:
The bush was burning, but not consumed — he marveled at this sight!
He said in his heart [that he would strive] to know what this was, what this was
about:
Cong. “Let me now turn and see this great apparition!” (Exodus

3:3)

When he removed his shoe from his feet,

His ears heard Adonai’s voice:

“My people’s cry has ascended to heaven,
Cong. And I will descend to rescue them from the hand of Egypt.”
(Exodus 3:8)

The two lights will be united, each man to his brother,

And they will remove the yoke from my people’s neck,

And they will justify the words of my mouth, when I bring out My name,
Cong. Kindness and truth meet; righteousness and piece kiss.  (Psalms
85:11)



Then, He became known by the name that means “Was, is, and will be”.
He is the One that raises up and brings down, brings death and brings life.
His place is not known, where He is:
Cong. Ehy¢ Asher Ehyé¢. (Exodus 3:14)

Ehy¢ — there is no end to His greatness.
He is proud amongst the myriads of holiness, in his mighty strength,
He is elevated on His throne, the throne of His [heavenly] Temple —
Cong. Seraphim stand above Him. (Isaiah 6:2)

Cantor: Seraphim were standing above Him, each one with six wings; with two
[wings] they would cover their faces, and with two they would cover their legs,
and with two they would fly. And they would call out, this one to that one, and

say:

Congregation: Holy, holy, holy is Adonai Zeva’oth; the entire world is full of His
glory.  (Isaiah 6:2-3)



