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Piyyut Parasha: Vayyera

Ethan — after the conclusion of his covenant [of circumcision], and that of all his multitudes,

Adonai appeared to him in visions, appearances.

His heart was astir, and he lifted up his eyes.

He noticed three men, his faithful ones;

He ran to greet them, with good thoughts,

He greatly entreated them, with best intentions.

He mentioned little, but made many delicacies.

They revealed hidden secrets to him, and concealed things:

One of them announced to him that he would sire a son in his old age,

And two of them [went] to overturn Sodom, and rescue Lot from the hands of his enemies.

Then the father of a multitude drew near, to know the mystery and its details:

“Is there no distinction between a crooked person and a blameless one, in God’s judgments and
rulings?

But Adonai’s eyes scan [the world], and everything is revealed to Him!”

And [Abraham] examined if there were fifty, [even down] to ten,

[That is, if] there were [even] two of [God’s] faithful in each city [of the five].

But no one was found who feared Adonai, who fulfilled His will.

Then He destroyed the place, with His raging anger,

And sent out Lot from the middle of the upheaval, for his soul was dear in His eyes.

And when Abimelech desired the beloved of [God’s] friend, there was a fearsome voice in his
ears —

The wayfarer like the king, the servant like his master,

Would be finished off, if [Abimelech] would not return the prophet’s wife to his home.

And the Lord took note of Sarah, from the place of His [heavenly] lair,

And she gave birth to a son in his [due] time, as God had said.

And he distanced the handmaiden and her son from his select pearls.

And [Abraham] was tested, among his tests, involving his only son—

To bring him up to Mt. Moriah, and consider him like sheep.

And due to his great love for his Rock, he arose early and girded his loins;

And when he reached the place of holiness, with his two [attending] young men before him,

He had them stay with the ass, so that they would know his secret [deeds].

The father walked with his son, to give back the security.

He bound him, and placed the knife at his neck.

His ears heard a voice from on high:

“Do not set your hand against the boy; rather, his joy has become great.

| have tested you these ten times; now memory of you, and of him, will be written.”

After all this, he lifted his eyes,

And he saw a ram, behind, tangled up in the thicket by its horns;

He offered it as a burnt offering instead of his son, and this rule was inscribed for his children:

That his merit would reach his children’s children,

And God’s Temple would be built upon the stones of his righteousness.



May the places of his stones be of sapphire when they are built.

Cantor: For Adonai has built Zion, he has appeared in His glory. (Psalms 102:17)
Blessed is Adonai’s glory from His place. (Ezekiel 3:12)



