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Liturgical Poem (Piyut Parasha) for the Torah Portion “Lech Lecha”/
By the 13th century Karaite sage Aaron Ben Joseph "The Physician"
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Translation: Eli Shemuel and Shawn Lichaa

The master of all creations, exalted with His glory,' the one who makes the planets on high move,
[without] His hand touching them - He discovers [everyone’s] secrets; yet no one knows His secret. The light
dwells with Him," and there is none beside Him.

He chose the father of a multitude, His beloved, and brought him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees," and
directed his steps;" because he destroyed images of ornament with all his might. The fruit of his mouth is a
tree of life, and he wins souls by his teaching."

And Pharaoh broke instruction,”" his eyes saw his ruin; because he sent his hand [to take] the wife of
Abraham’s bosom."" And in the morning he begged him, and told him of his tribulations.

And while the five princes gathered, each one with his [own] preparation; he gave them weapons and
saved his dear Lot. And Malchizedek blessed him to God the Most High Who supported him and delivered his
enemies and robbers into his hand.

The word of Hashem came unto him in a vision, in order to appoint him, and to describe and tell him the
secret of the end of times. A deep sleep fell upon him, in order to make him tremble. He called him a whole-
hearted person, and brought him into the bond of the covenant,”™ as the seal of his witness.

[He told Abraham] to expel the bondwoman and her son, in order to separate him from Isaac, because
Abraham’s seed will be called solely through Isaac for defending him. Behold, the housewife* will be absent
with her darling son™ whom God desired. He apprised Abraham, His upright man," [with good news].

He circumcised the men born in the house and those bought with money, promptly. He did God’s will,
and worshiped Him with all his heart. His heart was glad, and his glory rejoiced." The father to the children
shall make known His truth and uniqueness.” ¢

Hazan: The living, the living, he shall praise You, as | do this day; the father to the children shall make
known Your truth. ™ Hashem lives, and blessed be my Rock; and exalted be the God of my salvation.™
Exalt Hashem our God, and prostrate yourselves at His footstool; Holy is He.”"'

Holy, holy, holy, is the ADONAI God of hosts;
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the whole earth is full of His glory.
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