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Liturgical Poem (Piyut Parasha) for the Torah Portion “Bereshit”/
By the 13th century Karaite sage Aaron Ben Joseph ""The Physician™
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Translation: Eli Shemuel and Shawn Lichaa

_You are God, exalted above every head,’ because you were found [to be] a dwelling-
place" and a refuge for all. You made the hiding place of Your power" the throne," in which
You hid yourself there in the day of work."

He made lights to rule over the day and over the night: beginning with the big one, and
leaving off with the small one.” Forward and backward,"” who [can] search out [the creation]
and who [can] express it?!"" Ask either in the depth, or in the height above.”™

He desired in His kindness to create a mankind - a male and a female, and to honor them.
And He has put all things under their* hand. [However], they transgressed His commandment;™
and this is their ruin and calamity.” So He drove out mankind.

The angels’ habitation will be The Garden of Eden, aligned; because their degree is
drawn from dignity to dignity. There, He will let dwell a system which relies upon itself: the
cherubim, and the flame of the turning sword.

He is glorious in myriads of holy angels. Every person from his place inquires to sanctify
Him — those who love Him and the ones who are close to Him. They do not know His ways;
they ask for His Honor. A God admired in the assembly of the holy ones.*" ¢

Hazan: A God admired in the assembly of the holy ones, and revered by all who are
around Him.*¥ O Hashem of hosts, who is a mighty one, like unto You, O Hashem? And
Your faithfulness is round about You.™ There is none as holy as Hashem, for there is
none beside You; neither is there any rock like our God.™!
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You are holy, O You that are enthroned upon the praises of Israe
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