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Piyyut Parasha: Ki Thissa

Then, on Mt. Mor, God called to the humble one,

The faithful emissary, to take a census of His faithful ones;

And to make the finest spices into an oil, for anointing His priests;

And nataf, sheheleth, and helbena as the spices for His delight,

And pure frankincense, for mixing into an incense — you should fulfill His will.

Behold, Bezalel, with all his knowing [associates],

Is full of wisdom, to work with gold and stone,

And carving wood, and preparing silver into sockets,

And [building] the Tent of Meeting, and its vessels; the laver, and its base.

When He finished speaking in the mountain, one-on-one,

He gave him His two stone tablets.

And when the people saw that Moses was tarrying in the clouds,

The throngs all gathered around Aaron.

“Arise, make us gods, for Moses is no longer!”

They exchanged their Glory for an ox, whose disgrace is great.

“Go, descend, O humble one, for your people has acted destructively, and their crime is great;

Leave me alone, and may their eyes see their destruction!”

Moses prayed to Adonai, and beseeched his presence.

And God changed His mind, and went back from His rage.

Moses stood at the entrance to the camp,

And he said: “Whoever is for Adonai — gird his loins,

And fill his hands today — even a father [should kill] his sons.”

And all the Levites, his faithful ones, gathered around him.

And Moses would take the tent, and spread it out outside the camp, as his dwelling place,

And whoever had thoughts to inquire of Adonai would go there.

[Moses] yearned to attain God’s mystery, His concealed things,

[So] Adonai passed in front of his face,

Bursting through the heavens and their clouds,

And He showed him His back, and [Moses] saw awesome things in his eyes.

[Then] the skin of his face gleamed, for he was afraid to gaze at the divine presence with his
eyes.

Blessed is the One who chose him, and revealed visions to him,

[And revealed] justice and righteousness, God’s statutes and rules.

Cantor: All acknowledge Him, and praise Him, and declare His holiness, and say:
There is none holy like Adonai, for there is none but Thee; and there is no rock like our God.
(I Samuel 2:2)

Congregation: And Thou art Holy, enthroned on Israel’s praises. (Psalms 22:4)



